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by the Javanese narcotic. Finally, my brother himself gave a hint^that supports this theory. During the eaxly days of his insanity he used often to say in confidence to our mother that he " had taken twenty drops " (he did not mention of what), and that his brain had then "gone off the track." Perhaps his short-sightedness led him to pour in too much, and this may account for that terrible stroke.
Dr. Paul Cohn, of Berlin, has made careful investigations as to the identity of this Javanese narcotic. I hope that the result of his researches, when complete, will be published. It is a pity that the bottle containing it has been lost. My brother, if I understand rightly, mentioned the name of the drug to Professor Wille, the director of the B&le asylum. "Nietzsche," says Professor Wille, "used sleeping-draughts which have as yet not been fully tested by science. He was quite dazed when he came to B&le, and this dazed condition lasted for three days. Perhaps the worst of it all was he used both chloral and the Javanese drug at the same time. Under ordinary circumstances these poisons might not have proved so injurious ; but at a time when his mental powers were being taxed to the uttermost their effect was heightened a hundredfold.
The doctors afterwards diagnosed the case as one of atypic paralysis, but the atypic element is so strongly emphasised that the term "paralysis" seems quite out of place. The subsequent course of the disease shows no similarity to other cases of " progressive paralysis." The disease lasted nearly twelve years; and while it is true that the mental disability became physical as well, because gradually the strokes recurred, still Professor Ziehen of Jena, when he saw my brother after ten years of insanity (on an unfavourable day and at seven o'clock, when the weariness of evening was upon him), was struck with the fact that his appearance was so unlike that of an ordinary paralytic. It seems, therefore, that
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